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S.R. H.R.

SENATE RESOLUTION NO.
BY MULDER
A Resolution honoring the Pioneer United Methodist

Church of Rock Va Iey, lowa, on the occasion of

its gquasquicentennial year.

WHEREAS, Pioneer United Methodist Church, the first
Protestant church in Rock Valley, lowa, began
celebrating its quasquicentennial in 2006 and
continues those activities in 2007; and

WHEREAS, the first religious services held in Rock
Township were led by a Methodist minister in 1879; and

WHEREAS, the first Methodist services in Rock
Valley were held in a local schoolhouse, where the
congregation presented Rock Valley with its first
Christmas tree; and

WHEREAS, in 1880 a Methodist Class was organized in
Rock Valley, part of a four=point circuit consisting
of Pattersonville gnow Hull), Boyden, Rock Valley, and
a rural charge; an

WHEREAS, the church was officially organized in
1882 and was initially named the Pioneer Methodist
Episcopal Church of Rock Valley; and

WHEREAS, the first church building was ready for
use in 1882, with $50 of the cost coming from a
donation from the Vice President of the United States
William A. Wheeler; and

WHEREAS, construction on the current church edifice
began in 1964, with the Ffirst service held on January
31, 1965, and a fellowshiﬁ hall was added in 1988; and

WHEREAS, in 1968 the church was officially renamed
the Pioneer United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, over these many years the Pioneer United
Methodist Church has kept the spiritual life of its
members alive through regular Sunday worship services,
church school classes, choirs, organizations, and
activities; and

WHEREAS, the church has long been known for its
strogg_support_of home and foreign mission projects ==
providing the impetus for the Heartland Center for_
Restorative Justice, providing relief for the victims
of Hurricane Katrina, participating in the Heifer
Project International, and participating in the Red
Bird Missionary Conference; NOW THEREFORE,

BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, That the Senate
congratulates the Pioneer United Methodist Church of
Rock Vvalley, lowa, for its 125 years of devotion to
God and service to mankind.
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